
 
Tue Steen Muller, international writer on documentary and director of 
European Documentary Network from 1996 – 2005, gave the film his top 
rating – five pen nibs! 
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There you go, a real camera stylo personal essay film with an original, 
personal style. I was completely taken in by the beauty of the film, "The Edge 
of Dreaming", of Scottish filmmaker Amy Hardie. It touched me, made me 
reflect on my own life, my family life, my growing up, at the same time as the 
intensity of storytelling makes you stay in an atmosphere of listening and 
watching and reflecting. For me this is what a good documentary can be with 
many layers, a mature commentary, about Life and Death, and told in 
numerous stylistical lines. You can’t help fall in love with the family of Amy 
Hardie. They live in (Scottish) nature surroundings that a camera can only 
adore. And you can’t help admire the manner Hardie, using rough home video 
material, goes visually elegantly back in time and forward again. We get her 
story about her first husband, who died years ago, but who comes back to her 
in a dream to ”announce” that she will die when she is 48 years of age. There 
are dream sequences, and there are stunning images that make me think of 
classic Dutch paintings. It is all mixed brilliantly and without any predictability. 
I better stop my praise and give you the prose of the producers from the idfa 
catalogue: 

This is the story of a rational, sceptical woman, a mother and wife, who does 
not remember her dreams. Except once, when she dreamt her horse was 
dying. She woke so scared she went outside in the night. She found him 
dead. The next dream told her she would die herself, when she was 48. The 
film explores life, dreams and death in the context of a warm, loving family 
whose happiness is increasingly threatened as the dream seems to be 
proving true. The final confrontation, returning inside the dream with a 
shaman, reveals a surprising twist to the tale. 

 
 



 
 

http://www.filmkommentaren.dk/blog/blogpost/951/ 


